[Mortality of acute pancreatitis in a 20 years period].
Mortality for acute pancreatitis (AP) in Chile has fluctuated between 7 ana 10% in last years. To evaluate AP mortality over a period of 20 years in a clinical hospital in Santiago, Chile. Review of the database of hospital discharges with the diagnosis of acute pancreatitis, between 1990 and 2010 and the medical records of those patients. Age, gender, length of hospital stay, surgeries, percutaneous interventions and mortality were registered. To compare the evolution of the disease over time, patients were divided in two groups: those hospitalized between 1990 and 1999 and those hospitalized between 2000 and 2010. We reviewed the records of 1367 patients with a median age of 48 years (48% men). In the first period, 93 of 637 (14.6%) patients died, whereas in the second period, 22 of 730 patients died (3.0%). In the first and second period, 41.9 and 25.3% of patients were subjected to surgical procedures. The hospital stay was shorter in the second group, compared with the first (14.2 and 25.9 days respectively). There was a decrease in mortality caused by AP in the last 10 years, probably associated with a better interdisciplinary management of these patients.